
horns help with heat 
control, because the 
inside of the horn 
works like a radiator.
Fort Worth grazing is 
similar to that of Mooi 
River in KwaZulu-Natal, 
and fat cows wean 
calves of 300kg. We 
also learned that there 
are many similarities 
between Texas and South 
African cattle farmers. 

By contrast, a 
difference between 
us and the South 
American farmers 
is that they are not 
allowed to light tropical 
forest fires; the sort of 
controlled grassveld 

fires that we have are 
simply not permitted. 

Lorenzo Lasater, 
grandson of the founder 
of the Beefmaster breed, 
Tom Lasater, related to 
us his family’s story of 
how cattle were selected 
purely for economic 
reasons during the 1930s. 

DAY TWO
BBU breeders test their 
bulls for rib-eye and 
marbling to ensure the 
beef is compatible with 
the market. We visited a 

My wife Marika 
and I are 
Beefmaster 

breeders in Steynsrus in 
the Free State, and it has 
always been our dream 
to visit the Beefmaster 
breeders in Texas. 

In August last year, 
we travelled to the US 
to visit our daughter, 
Corli, in New York. 

Former president of 
Beefmaster Breeders 
United (BBU), Gary 
Frenzel, invited us to 
attend the Beefmaster 
International Group 
event in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where Beefmaster 

breeders from Central 
and South America 
gather to learn more 
about the breed.

The day before the 
event we had dinner 
with breeders from 
Texas, Mexico, Panama, 
Costa Rica, Colombia and 
Nicaragua. All of them 
spoke Spanish, so we had 
to rely on translations. 

The Texas cattle 
farmers are like beesboere 
– very warm, friendly 
people! – and I was 
impressed by BBU 
president Gary Frenzel 
and his leadership.

DAY ONE
We began at Texas 
Creighton University 
in Fort Worth, where 
ranch management 
is taught. We 
learned that cattle 

ABOVE:
The bull 
HU 11 400 – 
Kanonwa.

TOP RIGHT:
A Beefmaster 
bull on Dale 
Lasaster’s farm 
in Matheson, 
Colorado. 
Bulls are not 
dehorned at 
Lasater Ranch.  

RIGHT:
A Beefmaster 
cow in Fort 
Worth, Texas.
According to 
Piet, grazing 
in the area 
is smilimar 
to grazing in 
Mooi River in 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

BELOW:
Piet Human 
(left) farms 
Beefmasters 
in Steynsrus in 
the Free State. 
He is pictured 
here with US 
Beefmaster 
farmer, Dale 
Lasater, on 
Dale’s farm 
in Colorado.
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OF PIET HUMAN ranch where bulls on 

forage are tested; 200 
young Beefmaster bulls 
from breeders in Texas 
and other states graze 
together. Growth, rib-
eye and marbling are 
major factors. The best 
130 bulls are put on sale 
in October, and top bulls 
here become AI bulls. 

DAY THREE
We spent time with 
75-year-old HG Griffin, 
who owns a stud farm 
and breeds black and red 
Beefmasters. All work 
on the farm is done by 
him and his wife Anna, 
with their granddaughter 
assisting on weekends.

The farm’s fences are 
made up of only a single 
electric rope. All transport 
is carried out using a 
pick-up truck and trailer, 
with a tractor used to lift 
bales onto the trailer. 

Oscar Alverez, a 
medical doctor and 
Beefmaster breeder, acted 
as an interpreter when 
we were interviewed 
by Mexican 
TV about the Beefmaster 
breed in South Africa. 
Oscar said he was 
impressed with what 
Beefmaster in South 
Africa had achieved. 

DAY FOUR
The following morning 
we flew to Colorado 
and drove to Lasater 
Ranch in Matheson. 
Dale Lasater and his 
son Alex met us at 
the homestead, where 
Dale’s father, Tom, lived. 
Dale showed us his 
two-year-old cows and 
their calves, which are 
all the same size. Their 
mating season is 45 
days. The bulls were 
with the cows and on 
the job! The cattle have 
a good temperament, 
which was evident in 
the way they licked 
a hand when it was 
held out to them.

The young bulls that 
will be placed on the 
sale are on grazing. 
The Lasater Ranch 
dehorns their cows 
but not their bulls. 
According to Dale, it is 
the Lasater trademark 

to leave their bulls with 
horns. Some four-year-
old bulls that proved 
themselves in multiple 
sire mating by DNA 
tests will be on the sale.
We ate Beefmaster 
steak from the ranch for 
lunch, while watching 
a thunderstorm pass. 
Alex showed us his 
‘Mama cow’ with 
her calves. Some 400 
cows with calves 
run in one herd with 
multiple sire bulls. 

The ranch has won 
awards for its effective 
grazing management. 
The grazing cycle has a 
rest period of ten weeks.

Annual rainfall is 
300mm, with snow 
and cold winds in the 
winter. The cottonwood 
trees that grow in the 
creeks are the only form 
of protection from wind. 

Tom, who passed 
away in 2001, started 

farming 80 years 
ago and the family 
continues to uphold 
his legacy. My visit to 
that farm was one of 
the most memorable 
days of my life.

THE BEST OF BOTH
Bill Pendegrass, the 
new executive vice-
president of the BBU, 
wrote an article in their 
newsletter titled, ‘The 
Best of Both Worlds’. 
In this article, he 
explained that farmers 
in the northern parts 
of the US – who farm 
British and European 
cattle – as well as those 
in Mexico and South 
America – who farm 
Brahman-type cattle 
– stand to benefit by 
crossbreeding with 
the Beefmaster breed.
•	 Phone	Beefmaster	South	
Africa	on	053	841	0145.	
Visit	www.beefmaster.co.za.

PROMOTIONAL SUPPLEMENT

In August 2014, Free State Beefmaster breeder, Piet Human, was privileged 
to attend the Beefmaster International Group event in Texas in the US.

LESSONS FROM AMERICAN 
BEEFMASTER BREEDERS
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 FORT WORTH  
 GRAZING IS  
 SIMILAR TO THAT 
 OF MOOI RIVER 


